


This is a tool.



This is a



Though these tools have changed life in a way we never imaged,

Not all change is good



“This new human being in the process
of being born all around us and within
us is in fact without hands. The only
thing left of his hands are the tips of his
fingers which he uses to tap on keys so
as to play with symbols.”

~Vilem Flusser


















My process for developing textures and sensory objects involved a lot of
making by hand. It did not make sense to use the computer to generate
something that is meant to exist apart from the the digital realm.

When you use your hands to craft an object, such as a quilt, the tactile
qualities are experienced throughout the process and the end result can
be formed as it is made.



The qllilt is about the connection that we have with familiar objects. Comfort objects,
as they are referred to in psychology, are the security blanket and the teddy
bear. The quilt is a security blanket for all ages. its texture, achieved using
the traditional trapunto method, makes it more interesting to feel and
interact with.



Ther ug is a foot massager and also a
reminder of the physical world.
Lumps of varying size are placed
unevenly so the texture is more
noticeable. In the process of
sketching, I found that a uniform
texture is the tactile equivalent of
white noise: You can feel it, but
the sensation is constant that after
a while you no longer notice it.



The hoodie

is a bit different than the other objects. It has an inset
pocket with a texture inside. The idea is based on the
observation that people reach into their pockets and
jingle their change or their keys when they are nervous
or bored. The hoodie took on an unusual form because
I wanted to make it look cozy and inviting. The adult
size has a beard of texture, the kid’s only has texture in
the pockets.



This book is also an object which has tactile qualities. The leather cover is molded in
high relief. It uses materials that are found in traditional hardcover books in
a new way. It also contains textured elements which add another dimension
of interaction.








